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Glenn Curtiss, owner of the Curtiss
Aeroplane and Motor Corporation, was
ready to begin production of the JN-4

Glenn Curtiss: The Father of American Aviation
Glenn H. Curtiss was absolutely fascinated
with flight. In fact, he dedicated his career to
building America’s aviation industry.
His early career focused on racing and
building bicycles and then later developing
motorcycles. Curtiss began manufacturing engines
for airships in 1904 and a few years later joined
the Aerial Experiment Association, a research
group founded by Alexander Graham Bell that
was building flying machines.
As the aviation industry began, Curtiss’s name was connected with
remarkable “firsts”. He made the first officially witnessed flight in North
America, won a race at the world’s first international air race in France, and
made the first long-distance flight in the U.S.
By the time Curtiss was 38 years old (in 1916), his amazing
accomplishments and reputation as an aviation visionary awarded him a
contract with the U.S. government to build thousands of airplanes that would
be used to train WWI pilots. His company, the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor
Corporation, buildt aircraft for the U.S. Army and Navy, and prior to WWI,
Literary Digest ad, March 1916.

Curtiss’s seaplane experiments led to advances in naval aviation.
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Like the famous “Jenny,” Curtiss’s sprawling aircraft plant in Buffalo was so
well-designed and adaptable that it continued to serve as an aircraft production
plant through World War II, as well.
In its 100-year history, the building has been home to:
Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Company
Curtiss-Wright Corporation
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The JN-4, or “Jenny”, twin-seat dual-control biplane.
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